The ending of How I Met Your Mother did a disservice to the entire show
The ending of the sitcom How I Met Your Mother contradicted everything that transpired over its nine seasons. I have never been more dissatisfied by the ending of a series.
Unlike the sitcom Friends, the ending of How I Met Your Mother did a disservice to the entire show. The writers seemed to undo three of the main characters’ evolution to fulfill an ending that they had written from the beginning. There was no honoring of the growth and changes in the characters as well as the relationships that occurred throughout the show. This made the ending feel rushed, forced and inconsistent.
How I Met Your Mother spent an entire nine seasons having the protagonist, Ted, tell his children the story of how he met their mother only to have her be introduced in the final season and be killed off not long after. Nine seasons were devoted to showing the twists and turns that Ted had to experience in his life before he could meet the mother of his children and yet her character was hardly focused on by the end of the series. What was supposed to be the centerpiece of the show fell into the background. The quick progression of her being introduced to being killed off took away integral parts of the plot. It all could have been done in a more effective way.
The series should have spent the last season laying out more of a foundation for Ted and the mother’s relationship instead of putting so much focus on Barney and Robin’s wedding. This could have made everything feel less rushed and more complete.
The undoing of character development was the biggest inconsistency in How I Met Your Mother’s ending. Having Ted and Robin end up together did not align with the development of their characters and it diminished the seasons of growth they had undergone. The message the writers were seemingly telling the audience for the entirety of the series was that Ted and Robin were not meant for each other and better off apart. Countless seasons were devoted to highlighting the incompatibility of these two characters, only to have them end up together without any indication that they had evolved into being right for each other. In fact, the show led the audience to believe that Barney and Robin were the characters meant to be together. There was discrepancy in the message the audience was being told and how everything ultimately ended.
Another inconsistency in the ending was Barney and Robin’s marriage being quickly dismissed by having them get married in the second to last episode, only to have them divorced by the next one. The reasoning behind their divorce was chalked up to Robin’s busy schedule of work and traveling, but this felt like a lousy way of ending their relationship simply to ensure the original plan of Robin ending up with Ted was fulfilled.
There was not only discrepancy in Barney and Robin’s divorce, but also in how the writers stripped away seasons worth of Barney’s character development after the divorce by having him fall back into who he was at the beginning of the series: A selfish playboy. Having Barney immediately lose years of growth by having him instantly fall back into who he used to be without any hesitation did a disservice to his character.
Not only had the writing become contradictory towards the end of the show, but the storylines played out so quickly that there was no time for the audience to witness or understand how the characters got to where they ultimately did in the series finale.
The writers of How I Met Your Mother had an ending written from the beginning, but this was a testament to why plans sometimes need to change. A story changes with time and characters change with time. Sometimes those changes do not align with the ending the writers originally planned for it. This is why the ending of How I Met Your Mother failed. 
